
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HQ .. 1st Infantry Brigade" Sth Inf'antry Div1non (Mech) 

Camp Red DeT.U 
APO San Franeisco 96477 

AV3L ... C 18 June 1911 

SUBJECT~ RecCiI'lm.lSndation :tor the Award of the Presidential Unit Citation 

THRU: 

/ 

1.. The 1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry D:I:nsion (Mechanized) disting .... 

uished itself in caabat fran 29 Januaq thru 1 Aprill9n. in northilleste~ 

Quang Tr1 Provinca during Operation J.>ewey Canym .II/La Son 719. 

2. The Brigada distinguished itself during this period by accanplishing 

one of the most BUccessM JIlissians undertaken 1nthe Vietnam War" 

Th8 Brigade initiate<t the operatim an 29 JamlatT 1911 under the decep­

tion of a IltaDdard recurring art:U.le17ra.id conducted frQfl FSB Vandergrift. 

On 30000l Janu~ 1911 the Brigade attacked on two axis nth one Tuk For~ 

attacking alq Qt-9 reopem.:og the road to n. Sal1h, ~ anO'br"uis a" 

Cavalr;r tuk ton':e ini t-d.ated construct1on o£ wat Vall to be known all Red 

Devil ~oa.d. Infantry batt13lions combat assaulted into selected &rSU_ 

to sase and HWl"S ke;r terrain along QL-9 between Ca Lu and Khe Sanhe 

By JanWU7 QL-9 was opened to Khe Sanh.. A Cavalry Squadron then . , 
continued the attack wstward to the LaOS-Vietnam border securing crossing sites. 
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SU&7ECT~ ReoClD1i£mdation for ~ Award of tbe Prendethl Un1" Q1 tat10n ' I 

into Laos .fran secure sta.ging areaJh Caval.r.1 elements reinforced. b,y air i~ 
.,;"' .. 

lI10bils :i..nfantq w1"8 used to screan t.b8 northern and southern .flank of the Brigade :&~ 

A.O. Infan try ~nta eOl1du.c~d satlmaUtn patrol ope:'at1ons,"'~" . II 
, / ~ 

the Brigade AO. Air Cavalry and Ranger elementa continued ~e and 

interdict10a o.pu>at1ons t.n likelJr &ftnues of appro.ach OeyQ1d' the grOWld" 
.. I .-

,·r - ,. 

Engl:aeer efforts continued during tb1e period to inClude the conatructiOli 

of Red Devil Drive fran Khe Tn west to (be Sanh~ Red Devil Drive wu also 

constructed to t.Jl8 Laotian border. Numerous other roads and tank traisl 

were constucted in western Q\;.ang T:d Province adding nearq 80 additional 

k11C«:lf);,t.ers of road to an area that previously had ~ one overland rcut~h 

The Brigade's abillt.v to react to 81:I¥ adtuation enabled the IVA to be routed 

each time an attempt vu made to disrupt the opera.t1on~ em. 16 &rch 1 ... 77 

.tremor" who was OPCON to ,3rd Brigade, 10l.at Airborne Eivis10n (Airmobile), 

returned to Brigade control u.nd attaoked south along Qt-9 to the Laotian 

border to disrup~ an NVA attempt to interdict that vital road. The unit, 

attar ga:hl1ng control of the road" oontinued its JllUsion and assisted RVNAF 

and US forces as t.J:lq' redeployed. 

'V : The inabU1 tv or the mle1lY3' to cut ~9 and disrupt ,the suppJi e!'.fort,. tJ:Je 

rapid1 V with wh1ch the I'0I.i. tG to the forward suPPJ¥ areas wu opened can 

haft no dQUbt as to the SUt:.::e8~S8 of the opc'a:t1on. 

,3. During tb.e operation a total of 433 MfA cmf'J..rMd k111ed.. 'rbfJ 

supply routes and support installation. were eE;oured" enabling .& ~agJ ng 



Avm:,..c 18 June 1971 
SUBJECTs lec~dation ror the Avard of the Presidentdal Unit CitatLcm 

4. A ~ of the rec~t1on for the _cd of the Presidential Umt 

C1 tation and supporting doomnente are attachf.u~$ 

12 Incl 
1 ..... S~ of Recommendation 
2 .... Narrative D&Hr1ptiOD 
J ..... Summary of StnngthllJ and Cuua.l.ties 
4 ..... Listing of umts 
5. ... Proposed C1 tation 
6", ... Tuk Organization 
1. ... Intell1gellC8 
8 ..... Engineer Activity 
9. - Signal 

10. - SUpp~ 
11. ... Brigade Aviation and Artiller;y 
12", ... .¥..aps and Overlays 
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Inclosure 1 (SUEHm 07 1IECOMMENll&.TI0li FOR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UllITCITATIGlII(U) I._ 

1st Infantry Bngade,Sth Infantr,r Division (l';.i;lIchanized) US J.:nq i' 
MISSIONs . t 
Open and secure b1ghwq <&-9 to wheeled vehicles and establish support inatal ... 

lations in PNparatim for RVNAF operation. Mid.at Republio of Viet Ie Amed 

Forces in aonment to att.aek peA t1.0Wh Pr~ wppor~ tor Rspubllc of Viet 

Bam !mad Forces operatioos into Laos ~ oontinuing "curl. of QL-9 and 

/' 

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS: 
r r L db. ii!lI 

Operation Lam Son 719 was essentially a four phased operatioo." Phase Is At­

tack west to sscu..re and open QL-9 and seize and secure the airf1el.d and sur-

rOW1d:1ng area at Khe Sanh.. Phase il: Conduct a mobUe defense of the Ham 

Continue Phase II and conduct operatioos to destroy the enemy in western Quang 

Tri Province. Phase IV: Assist in the redepl.o,yEent of RVW and US fol"'Ces to 

the east, and on order close at QuB.n.g Tri Ccabat BaH. 

UEOUTION: 
II " MIll 

On the mor1n:ing of 29 January 1971, the lst Infantry Brigade, Sth Intan~ 

Division (Mechanised) \1.!ldertook one of the most td.gn1.ficmt canbat operatialB 

ewr undertaken in the Vietnam War. Knowing full. wU that they would W th~ first 
i 

large Amerioan force to enter the Khe Sanh aNa in over two years, p"peratJ"ons .. 
WN made in Mcrecy to prevent MET POlud..b:U11ijr of ccmpradse md ~o p"clu~ 

any large aca:'W counterattack by the~" The operation began under cover 

of & atandard l"&CUrrirli artil.lel"'1' raid conducted at 0& tu (FSB VaDde~t) 

b;y the Brigade II> Under this deceptim, the Brigade Wall able to pcai tim a 
r, 
; 
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· I:ncl08t.1.N 1 (SU~tARY OF RECOMMENDATION 1I'OR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CIr!tION)(U) • 

ope:t"'ation was designed to reopen QL-9 and to provide securl ty for a. series of 

installationsllO Elements of the Brigade attacked an WO axis. Cae attack vu 

wstward along QL-9. E:l.ae~ts of 'l'F 1-11 comd.atlng of A 'lroop, )rd Squad­

ron, 5th· Ca.valzy, and ehments of A C(ll'1P~,II 7th Engineers moved by foot down 

~9 seC'Ul"ing bridge aites ~ 1mpl.acing culvert8. On another ma, 'IF • 

nth ita attached engineer elsments attached eng;ineer elements frau. A Co 7th 
/ 

Eng! Mer canstruct10n of .'8..ed Devil Road which wu to run fran Ihe Tr1 wesward 

across the mountains through. the Pu.ncll Bawl to Khe Sanh. (See Incl 6 ... iDgimS1"s) 

Altb.ough considered to be an impossible feat, the road was cQIlpleted in tim da,ys. 

Meanwhile TF l .... ll led by Charlie CQIlpan;y conductsd a ccrnbat a. combat assault 

into the Khe Sanh area. and secured the old airstripi )-161 Intantr.Y and 4 ... ) 

Infant'r;1 were 1.i.::Lserted on the high ground Along Qt-9 to seCUl."& bridge sites 

and 1ar,y terrain features. The link-up of forces was ccrnpleted on 31 Januar;y 

1971., oanplating a. thrust through an area. that had been tID enemy SaDc'tWiIry. 
i 

The ili...cavalry- Troop was given the mission of conducting aerial r~"ron-
\ 
l' 

naisSallce throughout the area of operation.. The information and fire power 
, 

provided by two A1r....cavalr7 Troops proved to be mht valuable in insuring t.be 
·1 

aucesss of' the operation.. (Se@ Incl II ... Brlgade Aviation) 'rhe speed ill' opding 

the read combined with the secrea,y 1n the preparation caught the·"e~~· . 

t~ b:,' surprise_ On 1 Febru&l7, 1 ... 1 Cay attacked southwest along QL-9 
, 

and b7 " February had secured border crossing sites along the Laos .... Vietnam. 
. ' 

bo:rder. The ellem1' a.ttempted to interdict QL-9 utilizing frequent mnbusbes 
~-

. L 

, .. 



Inc10wre 1 (SUMl-f.ARY OF RECOMMENDATION Fat AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION) en) 

lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mecrumized) US .Al'ntV' 

On 8 lIebrl.lary, ccntaet was made with a well equipped and entrenched W! force 

at XD952554. Elements of 1-61 Infantry advanced on the enemy poei tion as b 

tanks fi'QIl. 1 .... 71 Armor provided fire aupport with their main guM zd cal .SOts. 

As a result of the action,· mortar poaitions were knocked out and the Ni! were 

el1m1n.ated frem thiI key' area. and numraws wppllea captured. Each t'1.me the 

enmq attempted to gain a toothold on aD7 By terrain, prQlpt actico wu taks 

Durl.ni the n and III ~s o£ the operation the Brigade e~ wre 

cant.inu.al.ly npoedtioned and suo.cessfu.l.l¥ conducted a mobile detene 

across an area apprOJd..ma.~ ,0 kUometers by 20 idlameters to secure QI'.Po9 

and support instillations located in the area of operation.. On 8 February 

contirued its mission and assisted the movement of RVWAF forces. 

three l'WA. As a result ot searoh and clear operations :in areas such as this" 

enemy movement wu great.i1- restricted. Not only were eneDtV weapons cap~d, 

but radios, (J.i equipm:ent, morse code equipment, SO! items and many other 'doc"'" 
! 

umsnts. On locating an ene!Dy torce, the element in contact would uss aU 

available asaets to .f':1lt the enemies location and el.1m1ns:te him u a th:niat to 
.. i 

the mission. )-181 Infantry discovered a bw:lker canpm at ID913% 8Q ~6 hbe 
! 

ruary. The unit had been conducting search and clear operatioos in the ~a 

the .find f~ severd dq8<11 Thirteen IVA wre kU.lod u &. :result the 

actionlll Tvent;.v tour bunkers weN found containing 7,000 pounds ot :rice~ SO 

pounds of ~;'~t and large quantities ot mwdtd.cmsQ 
'. 

~ 

~ 

I 
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Inclosure 1 (Stoo<ARY OF RECO!!ME!mATIOIl FOR AllARD OF PRESIDENTIAL lllIIT CITATIOlI)(U)j 
'll 

lst Infantry Brigade, 5th In.f'antry Division (y.;ecbani.sed) US Lwzq 1 

I 
roundir..g Hmn Nghi. These units provided securi t;y and denied the ~ acC8SS 

road provided an addi Ucmal_ supp.q route U needed and dtmJ.ed the en.emy J'reedca 

of movement in an area that had cnce been his sactl.l.ar,y. Un! ts of TF 3eS 

positioned dong Bed Devil Road had !reqwmt contut nth enmq throughout 

17 1-77 was OPCON to t&'le 3rd Brigade, l.OlBt Abn Diy (AMBL) .3 March tbru 

21 11arch 1971. J.B l:'h.aBe IV of the operati~got under 'ft1ti3', the enemy had 

increased pressure elang QL-9 in m attempt to interdict the road :near the Laotian 

border. TF 1 .... 77 after returning to brigade ccmtrol attack louth alJmg QJ...-9 

to el.im1nate the NVA from the area and to l1l:lk up with l .... U Int along the 

Vietnmn-Laotian ,border. D.lring this period ~ B:rigade usisted in ~ reen"tr7 

of RVNAF forces trcm Laos into Vietnam. The Brigade wo provided the covering 

force e RVNAF alld US forces ndeployect !rca western Quang Tri Provi..nee by 1 

April 1911. By fmooue~ seCU1"i.ng Ham ligb1. and keeping QL-9 Open to tl"U'.t.1o I 

the lst Infantr,r Brigade" S~ Infantry D1v.1.8iCfi (Mechanised) enabled the 

Republic of Vl.tn.am A.rmed l"O:t-ces to cc.nduct sus'H:1ned opera.t1o~ in Laos. 

During the operation, Ham Nghi was the most active support base in the 

Republic of Viet.nam. Eaoh d~ 0-130' s and comoy-a brought in ~ of supplies. 
"-

These trupplle. were url.i.tted to the ARVN .t'oroes operating in Laoal8 By supporting 

f 
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Inclosure 1 (sml'.ARI GF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CIT~.TION) (u) 1 

:: ==::::. ::::: Di=:~~=:: :r::_ee and I 
the Southeast .As1..m Conflict brought closer to an end. The operation wu not; ~ 

I 

5th Infantry m:rlsion (Mechanized) in.fl1cted heavy casualties OIl him. '.f:he ~ 

Brigade consucted a l110bUe defense, providing area seeurity to Qt-9 and support 

installations" The ability of the Brigade to detect and disrupt hie aot1:ri.ties 

ellinnated 11 threat to the IJUC06ssful canplet1m of tile operaticm.. 
/' 

" 

~ 



Inclosu.re 2 (Harrative discriptiom Operation ~ Cq-onII/Lm San 719 2.4 
Jan thru 7 April 1971) (C) 

In the init.lal pb.a.ss ot Operation Lam Son 719 the Brigade attack 

west to open and secure Qt-9 fran Oa Lu to Ta Bat and provided seaurlty for QL-9 

and critical installa.tions preventing the enemy .f'rcm sucoess.f'ully- mounting an 

offensive. The main attack wu expediated by airmobile infantry assaults to 

secure a:.-a Ngh1 airfield and key terrain along QL ... 9. 

On the 29th or J muary under ~ pretense of a. standard recurr:1.rig artillery 

raid conducted by the 1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mech&Dized) 

!rca Fire( Support Base Ca Lu (YI0048) the operation was initiated. The raid 

was conducted by an armored task force led by 1 .... 77 Armor with elements of 5th 

Battalion, 4th Artillery, the Brl.ga.dels organic utillery unit, and elements of 

loath Artill.ary Group. The artillery Ra:1d enabled the Brigade to deploy 

comba.t forces that 'Ware to make the iD:tt1al a.ttack into their forvard areas 

without alerting the enemy. Ranger Teams had been inserted in 't:.he area viein1~ 

of the Khe Sanh drstrip to provide advanced warning of any effort on behaU 

of' the' enemy to mass forcEu'h At 0001 hours on the 30th of January t.b.e Brigade's 

mobUs OF departed.Qwm8 Trl. Canba.t Base destined tor F':lre Support BaBe 

Vandergr1£t (renamed Cs. Lu tor the opera.tion). At the same ti.'me el.emnts of 

Tuk Force 1 ... 71' consisting of A Troop, Jrd Squadrm, Sth Cavalr;r and eJ.mnenta 

of' A Canpany~' 7th Engineers moved by toot dam QL-9 securing bridge 8:1 te. and 

emp1aoing culwrts. In prepara.tion tor their attack Rsward 't;he t~D.i .. 
mom1ng, Task Force 3 .... , relocated :1 tt 8 CP fran the vicini t.Y of Cap Carroll 

to the ~ Tn area on t.he night of 29 J'anuar.yll Attacking 8ou~et frail 1b9 

Tr:1 Ham Nght, Task Force 3-5, utUiziilg attached engineer elements, began 

construction of a pioneer trail later to be known as Red Der...! Road. 

On the morning of the 30th, l-ll In! cGtlbat assaulted by" helicopter 1nto 
" 
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Inclosure 2 (Na.rrative Discriptiom Operation Dewey Can;yon II/Lam Son 719 24 i 
Jan. thru 7 April 1971)(C) ¥ 

assaulted along QL-9 to secure bridge siws and key terrain features in tha area. j 
~ 

On the .31st, QL-9 was opened to wheeled and tra.cked vehioles ena.bllng the Brigade 

CP .md 1-1 Ca.7 to move to Ham Ngbi... Task Force 1 ... 1 then attacked westward 

along QL-9 opening the road to the Laotian border.. The mission was aocomplished 

on 4. February-1m. 

AJ!. cOntrol was established over western Quang Trl Province, the Brigade con ... 

ducted a :mobile defense, providing Mcurity to QL-9 and support baseL'- Arnlored 
• 

Cavalry efteo ti ve~ established a screening foroe I the infan try occupied mQWlooo. 
/' 

assisted by t.~e BrigadEh--

o Battery $ 5th Battalion, 4 tab Artil.l.e17 moved to Lang Vei, and established 

a fire support base from. which to provide fi.re support for Vietnamese forces 

operating' in Laos and along the Laos Vietnam border.. 4-.3 In£' returned frQ1ll. Ham 

Nghi on the 6th of Februa.r,y and oambat assaulted into AO .Persian" northwest of 

Ham Nghi. l-li In!' and .3-187 Inf' contint1sd security operations at Ham Nghi and 

in the surrounding area.. Task Force J...-S continued construction ot Red Devil 

Road. A/J.-5 Uv after securing thtlir ti.nal objeotive" the opening of QL-9 

frat Ca tu to Ham Nghi, began working north and east around Hill 950 lOCated 
, 

DWth of Ham Ngh1,to link up with r.r ,..,.5. A radio relq statiCll wu establlihced 

m Hill 950 <see Inel. 9 Signal} Jt code named Hickory, Itnd was secured by elamente 

of the l ... U Int. During the operation Taak Force 1 ... 77 provided HauritU tor 

Oa Lu and QL-9 and &Ssisted RVNAF forces mad.ng westward to forward assembly 

&reU in preparation tor their drive into La08. 

6 Februar;y marked the beginning of the operatLton into Laos with TF 1 ... 1 

assisting RVNAF forces as they attacksd l\'"o,m their forward staging areas into 

Laos. The lead elements crossed into Laos at 0700 hours" 'fF J-S'Opened 

Red Dev11 Road fran (he Tri to Ham Nghi.lll a distance of 23 .. ~· kila'!eters .. thus 

:~ 
i 



Inclosure 2 (Narrative Discriptions qp8ration Dewy C~on II/Lam. Son 719 24 
Jan thru April 7, 1.971)(0) 

Piiimitting the establiahmnt of a northern reconnaissance screen which VClUld de- I' 
~ teet any attempt by the enemy to mount large scale attacks again_t QL-9 or forward '; 

support installatialS in the area. Construction of posi tiona and tank trails on f 
ka7 tarrain 1:eatl1re. IIld 1mprovament. 01: road to permit ita u .. by wbeelad V8hl.clest: 

was continued. en 10 February, 4 ... 3 !nf moved frem AO Persian to AO Leopard.. ., 

" nth the enLW3' whUe 4 .... 3 In! was operating in the area.. Combined !.mOl" and Int ... 
. / 

autry operations, heavy artillery, and tactical. air support were directed at 

known and suspected enemy un1 ts operating in ;..0 Leopard. en 19 Februar,r, ).o.l87 

Infantry assumed respcnsibllity for 11.0 Leopard and 4-.3 In:f.'ant!7 wasmav~d to 11.0 

Cougar" 4-.3 In!, .3-187 Inf and 'rF 1-71 contributed Significantly to the Brigade's 

effort to disrupt plarmed attacks em QL-9 and crl. tical installations in the 

ea Lu area", With convoys running 24 hours a dq it was ittperatl.ve that Q.Ir9 be 

The Brigade Engineers were requested by mv Corps to de~:nu:ine ~ teu­

&bill V of cemstruct1ng _ road fran Hu Ighi to the ARVN Ranger Group QP loca:ted 

near the Laotian border~' It was determined that the road could be constructed 

tlT8!'1 t.hough 't.bIJ l'IVrain was rugged", Construction b&gan on 20 Februar.r and, a 

pioneer road can~ted in ) da;ys., The road wu then upgraded to accommodate 

wheeled vehicles. (See Incl 6 Rngi:neer Activ1ty)1iI 

1 ... 11 Dlt continued the Hcur1V a1.rilead, occupied hUla 950 and 10]$ and 

provided sacurl tq for engineer elements at Ham Ighi. 'tI! 1-1 continued Ope~ 

ations in 10 Tiger providing area securl V for QL-9, Firs Su;pport Bases and 

USAF TACAN'IO Search and clear operations were oonducted noth and northwest of 

Ta Bat and soutmmst of Lang Vel" TF 1 ... 71 and 3-187 rnt continued to ~ 

ma.x:i.mu:m use of air cavalry, artll.1.ery and tactical. air support in AOI s 



Incl.osure 2 (Narrative lliscriptia:u Operation Dslwey Canyon nIL- Son 719 2.4 
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(0) 

Leopard and Alley to counter s:a:I attempt by the enemy to disrupt the !low of 

traffic on QL-9 and launch a.ttacks by tire m Cs. tu. T1" 1. ... 77 was placed under 

the operational control of .3rd Brigade" 1.0lst Airborne Divis:i.on (.A.1..mobUe) on 

J March 1m. The respmsiblli tq for AO L&opard vas trans!'arred to lrd Brigade, 

10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile) on 6 ¥.arch 1971. 3-181 Inf' wu then comba.t 

assaulted into AO Bob WMn it came into effect on 9 March. The Br1iade operat­

ions were charaoteriB" by cross attachments of' infantry, armor, ~ 

1ntantry and armored cavalry elements to gain masimum tlex::i..bUiV ana effective 

On 16 March AO Bob was merged into Ae Pan~r and 3 ... 187 Int wu combat 

assaulted into AO M1.m:. 1 ... 11 In.f' was repositioned alc:ng the Laotian border in 

1.0 Tan to conduct search and clear opera:uionth F:very effort vu made by all 

un1 u to assist RVNU farces as they wi tbdrev trOlO. Laos. ~ acti Vi't\V 1n­

creased signU'icantly on 18 M.a:rch in AO Tiger u traffic moving on QL-9.·came u.Dder 

heavy mortar, .R.r'G and small anns fire. As a result or the beav;y enem.y activity 

in the area tar aver a week" TF 1-71 was oc.udtted on 2l March to char QL-9 

and l.ink up witht-U Inf'@ TF 1-17 attack wesward toward Ta Bat reopening QL.-9 

aftar it had beau closed by' May e~ activity tor portions of 1;wo d~. The 

uni t then moved to fa Bat and began extracticm ot &U damaged US and RVNAF 

equipbmt which had been lett along the road~ l ... U Int lid repontionsd to 1..0 

fan north of QL-9. 1-1 Ou re1m-ned to H_ Igh1 and acted U Ii 'Gr1gade :resem" 
, 

One. troop vu placed, UDder the ope ~atimal.· control or ''IF J...$. 

!a the RVNU forces Ndepl~d frQll Laosjl artill8r.r elements 1n the 1a Bat 

area were seoured u they l"9turned to Ham Nghi. 1 ... 11 In.f wu again l"9positionad to 

the Ham Nghi area on 26 March ani! given the mUsioo ot pranding camnand and 

cootrol tor Ha'm Nghi Base Detense" en 28 March 1 .... 1 Cu and 4-3 W returned to 
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IncloS't1.Nl 2 (Narrative Disoription: Operation Dewy Can;yon IIILam Son 119 24 
Jan thru 1 A,pril 19n) (0) 

reposilioned in AO Cheetah as a 3rigade reserve with units strategically posit ... 

ioned in the Ham Ng,l1i area", ~ 
As the operation came to a close the 1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infmti"y i 

Division (Mechanised) cantiimed to conduct a mobil"" defense, as t.biIII RVlUF cr08Se~' I 
back: into South Vietnam fran Laos.. Units o! the B:cigaUe prov:ided It cGWring 

force~ far RVNAF and US fo:rcea as they redeployed £rom the area of operation. 

On )0/ March 1 ... 11 Infantr.Y :moved to AO Tiger and ccnducted search and clear 

operations '.u:tU April .3 when they withdrew frem Lang Vel and redEtplqved to 

the Ham Nghi area as Brigade Reserve It l-ll Infantry was extracted and returned to 

Quang Tr1 Combat Base on 6 April", 'IF ~ conducted a screening operation to the 

noiiJAh and west. Qf.' Hickor-.1" thus ccwering the l"e<ieployment of US and RVNAF forces 

fran the Ham. Nghi area.. They then redeployed to AO .Angora to assume control of 

.3-181 Infantry which was extracted em 6 AprUIt 7:F 3-5 upon canplet10n of their 

missiem" conduoted a passage through Jrd Brigade, lOJ.st AirbOl"Ile DiVisim 

(A.1nnobil8) and returned to Dong Ha 'Canbat Base on 1 April. TF 1-17 was the 

Brigade's covering force and eff'edted It passage ot lines through 11th Brigade» 

23rd I:ni'antry D~vi8ion which occupied key positions along QI.-9 in the vicd.n1ty 

of FSB Shapaherd and recovered the tvo remaining AVLBt III along QL-9. Upon 

canpletion of the passage through 11th Brigade, TF 1-77 passed t~ the operational 

control of lOut 'llibor.ne Division's 3rd Brigade. During this time they provided 

the seouri t.r far elements of the 3rd Brigade as they were extracted fran the area 

al opera.tions. They then displaced !'ran the Ca 1.u. area and redeployed ~ Quang Tri 

Combat Base" 

During the operatlem the Brigade cooducted a mobile defense of a lDO ldlo-
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InclOSUl'"e 2 (Narrative Diacr1.ptiona Operation Dewey Canyon II/Lam Son 11.9 24 
Jan thru. 1 Apri.1 1971Hu) 

used to detect and identify enenw buildups which could t.h.."'Saten QL-9 and the 

forward support installations. Chce these tr.reats were identified th.e Brigade 

used Sr.lall firing force. to'maintain oontact while employing "nla met tecn­

niques of massive arlil1e:r;r(see Inel 11) and tactical air support to destroy 

the anam.;y. Following the banb8.1"dment grClWld c<:mlbat forces were employed to 
~ 

search ou:t and deatroy the :t'e!laining remnants o£ enemy forces. During the 

operation ne~~ 80 addi.tional kilometers c:t road were ccnstl:"'llCted in an area 

which previously had on.1.y single lane road trom Khe Tri ar6& to the Laotian 

border,.. 

\ 
\ 

Through the maximum use of all units of the 1st Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry 

Division (.Mechani~), QL-9 vu apt open and support installations were _cured 

enabJ..ing the South Vietnamese Forces to conduct successful operations in taOS. 
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PECLASS! F ! ED PER EXI:::.~&r i \IE ORDER 12356 § SECT I ON "i. 3 ~ £Z. 25Z7 
BV .~ HAM, DATE/4.G7y«.£"l£'R. 
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! " 

kt.:1.mated st~ 
/ 

Bg& Count 

-. ·108 -

f-P 

650 

CAP --
6 

CAP .......... 
850 " 
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'.")ECt,ASS J F' f EO PER EXt:.6UT I \IE ORDER 12356. SECT BON·· 3. :3. £:Z.1'~ 
BY _.4G~4(;~~,--___ 'NARA. DATE.,.&? a~ teR. 

Inclo81.U"e 4 (Participating Units) to RecQl'IIlendation tor the Award of the 
Presidential Unit Citation (U) 

Part II umts assigned md reoanmended far award of the Presidential. Unit 
C1tatiCil. 

Previous US Unit 
8'66t Period P.;ecoratiqns and ~te! ......-

1. Headquarters and Head .... 29 Jan 11-
quarters C~ I 1st Bri .... 1 Apr 11 
gade, 5th Intantry Di'ri.Jdcm 
MeaWm.Ued. 

--
241 lat Bat'tilionjl 11th 29 Jan ?l .... None 
Infantry 1 Ipr 11 
" 

t'!i: .. 

A CGmpq- lst In, 6.'UI\ , ... 29 Ja 71$ lone '. Int(~d) 1 Apr n 
/' 

4. 13 CCII1patV' 1st 13S 6lst 29 Jm 11 .... None 
In!' (Mechan:he4 1 Apr 11 

5 .. 1st Battalion, 17th Anter 29 Jm 11- None 
7 Apr 11 

6. 5th Battalion" 4th ArtU ... 29 Jm 11 ... N«1e 
ler.r. 1 Apr 11 

1. 75th Support Battalion. 29 Jan 71- None 
1 Apr 11 

8. A Canpany, 4th Squadron 29 Jm 11 ... None 
12th Cavs.J.ry 4'>. 1 Apr 11 

91 A ca:npaD'3~ 7th B'l1g1neer 29 Jm n ... lieme 
Battalion '1 Apr 11 

10. 86th Chemioal Battal10n 29 Jan n ... Nm.. 
7 Apr 11 

. 11. 48th Public Int01"11mtion 29 Jm 11- NCIDI 
Detachment .. 7 Apr 11 

12. 71th CQ1lbat Tracker, 29 Jan 11 .... BOM 
1 Apr n 

13. bJrd Intmtry Platoon 29 Jan n .... H<me 
Scout neg 1 Apr 11 

401th Radio Research :o.taeh .... 29 Jm 71 .... Nane 
ment. 1 Apr 11 

. I 
,"""I , , 

I 
$'\ 

ii\< 
~ : , 
/' ( 

I~ '. \ 

f·' 



Incl~ 4 (Participating Unit.s) to Recamnendation for the AWard of the 
Preal.dent.ial Unit C1tat:lcm ('0') 

15. 5l7tb MU1tar,y Intelli­
gence Detachmlmt. 

29 Jan 71-
7 Apr 71 

29 Jan 71 ... 
7 Apr 71 

Part. II. Uni ts attached and recaamended for Pal' of the Presidential Um. t 
C1:tat1m. 

Unit --
1. )rdSquadron, Sth 
C.fLvalry 

2. C Tr~, 3rd Squadron; 
17th Air Cav.al.ry, (redesig .... 
nated D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 
5th Cavalry on 1 Fe~ 
1m). 

3. 4th Battalian, )I'd Infantry 
23rd Infantr:r Division'll 

4.. la t Squadrcm., 1st Caval ... 
ry~ 23rd Infantry Dlvision 

5. 1st Battalion, 82nd 
Artillery, ·2)rd Infantry 
Di:ri .. m.on 

6. F Troop, 8th CaTalr1 ~ 
2Jrd Infantr,r Division 

7. 3rel Battalion, 187th Inf-
o antl'7, 10181; J1rb~ Division 

(AM) 

8. 29th Tact10al Air Support 
Squadron, United states Air 
Foro. 

Period 

29 Jan n • 
., Apr 11 

29 Jan 11 ... 
1. Feb 71 

29 Jan 7l-
28 Mar 71 

29 Jam 71-
28 Mar 71 

8 Mar n ... 
). Apr 71 

29 Jan 71-
28 Feb 7l 

29 Jan n.... 
7 Apr 71 

2.9 .1m 71 ... 
1 Apr 11 

Prev10ua US Umt 
Decorations and Dates -

, 

Part IDi Un1 ts assigned but not recQlmended tor award of the Pres1d311tid 
Un1 t Citation .. 

Unit --
He~t.ers md Haadq,uaters 
Canpaar 1st Ba:ttaliCln, 6lst 
Infantr,y 

PrenOWI US t1Di t 0 

Decoratia and Dates 
8 = 

!I' 
'f! 



Inclosure 4 (Participating um.ts) to Recommenda.tion for the Avard of b 
Presidential Unit Citation (U) 

Part IV: Units attached but not recommended far award of the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

Period , 

NIl. 

./ 


